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Tangible Results to Protect
Arizona’s Wild Beauty

The events of the past year give Arizona Wilderness Coalition hope. While this may be unex-
pected in a year of political tumult, we've seen that the actions of volunteers, partners and
local communities demonstrate beyond a doubt that people care about their public lands.
We've watched local volunteers tirelessly complete wilderness surveys, volunteers from around
the state hoist rocks and repair trails, and community advocates confront agencies with press-
ing needs to improve conditions on public lands.

We're hopeful as well because we see more diverse individuals engag-
ing in stewardship of our forests, rivers and deserts. This year AWC
worked with middle-school students from rural Arizona to explore
the meaning of wild nature, and what is involved in public lands stew-
ardship. We're delighted to see our Wilderness Stewardship projects
encompass U.S. Veterans and students representing the rich multi-
cultural traditions of our state.

Beyond volunteerism and advocacy, we're heartened by the response

of forward-thinking legislators and agency staff who've cooperated to identify wilderness
preservation needs, and reached out to nonprofit partners to help restore public lands. While
enormous threats remain to wild places and vulnerable landscapes, we fully expect progress
in preserving more wilderness and raising conservation standards in select areas of the state.

As you read through this Annual Report, please join me in celebrating the good that comes
from diverse interests working together for our shared public lands. Hope and tangible results
can strengthen our resolve to preserve the wild beauty of our irreplaceable public lands.

Yours in wilderness advocacy,

Barbara Hawke
Executive Director

"The Wilderness holds answers to questions man has not yet learned to ask.” Nancy Newhall
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President’s Message

I can remember my first trip to the Chiricahua
Mountains in southeastern Arizona. It was 1974,
and I was an undergrad at University of
California-Riverside. We were on a biology field
trip to the fabled Chiricahuas to experience the
phenomenal diversity of plants and animals
found there. Our graduate student group leaders
spoke of the Chiricahuas in reverential terms,
and they explained how a unique combination of
geography and topography had created and
sustained the incredible biodiversity of these
mountains.

I have been back to the Chiricahuas many times
since that original trip. My appreciation of the
wondrous diversity of birds, reptiles, mammals
and insects (my specialty) grows with each visit.
I have lived in Arizona on and off since 1978, and
Ive come to realize that the entire state is a
biodiversity “hotspot” Of course, Arizona is
mostly arid, and rainfall usually occurs in
patterns that are unpredictable in time and place.
But when the rain does fall, life appears with
almost magical speed and in many forms.
Dispersal of these organisms is often limited by
the fleeting nature of desert precipitation and the
long expanses of xeric landscapes which may
isolate populations. Speciation and greater
diversity is a natural result of this isolation.

What role does wilderness play in the creation
and maintenance of biodiversity? Many native
plants and animals of Arizona have become
uniquely adapted to the myriad natural habitats
scattered across our state. Activities that degrade
wilderness invariably reduce biodiversity. Roads
provide easier access for invasive species, and soil
disturbances will impact the plants and animals
that exist in the thin layer of topsoil. Habitat
fragmentation disrupts natural travel corridors
for mammals and reptiles. Extractive industries
may eliminate some habitats altogether.

Arizona landscapes are rugged and refractory,
but they can’t withstand the endless demands of
humans without help. With your support we can
continue the good work of Arizona Wilderness
Coalition and help protect wild lands and the
many plants and animals that depend on intact
habitats. In a single election day, the prospects for
land protection in the southwest may have
diminished dramatically. Or not — it is too early
to tell. What is clear is that we need to recommit
ourselves to our organization, and to our wild
lands.

— Mike Quinlan, PhD, Board President

“And forget not that the earth delights to feel your bare feet
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The U.S. Forest Service has shown admirable leadership through its
“Wilderness Stewardship Performance” initiative, or WSP. WSP builds
on earlier wilderness improvement programs like the 10-Year Wilder-
ness Stewardship Challenge, and the multi-agency Vision 2020. The
latest program establishes a framework by which National Forests will
measure current wilderness conditions and track improvement through
concrete actions and benchmarks.

AWLC is leading efforts to coordinate conservation partners to help the
agency make real progress in our wilderness areas, particularly in the
Tonto National Forest (TNF). Together with dedicated agency staff like
TNF Partnership Liaison Greg Schuster, AWC has crafted plans by
which we and key partners — including the active Friends of Tonto
National Forest (FOTNF) and capable Arizona Trail Association — can
collaborate to remedy wilderness deficiencies.

Our on-the-ground WSP work began on the Kaibab National Forest
(KNF) and Coronado National Forest, with help from a grant through

the National Wilderness Stewardship Alliance. We joined with Professor
Doug Hulmes and fourteen students from Prescott College, along with
KNF’s Recreation Specialist Joseph “Dutch” Maatman, to survey and
treat invasive vegetation in the Kendrick Mountain Wilderness north-
west of Flagstaff. In the Miller Peak Wilderness in southern Arizona’s
Huachuca Mountains, AWC’s volunteer crew restored trails, removing
15 downed logs! And in the Sierra Ancha and Salome Wilderness areas,
Friends of Tonto National Forest installed and replaced signage for
improved visitor experience and safety in these beautiful backcountry
settings.

We anticipate considerable progress in WSP as Arizonas National Forests
complete initial assessments and specific restoration projects advance.
Beginning in 2017, AWC will work intensively with the Tonto National
Forest and partners to survey conditions in the Superstition and Four
Peaks Wilderness areas, supported in part by a generous grant through
the Forest Service’s Southern Arizona Resource Advisory Council.

and the winds long to play with your hair.” Kahlil Gibran
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"We must protect the forests for those who can’t speak for themselves such as
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Middle schoolers in the Galiuro Wilderness

Not all middle schoolers have had an opportunity to experience our wildlands, espe-
cially those from traditionally under-served communities. We sought to change that
for a group of 6th to 8th grade students from the Hayden-Winkelman Unified
School District in the small mining community of Hayden in rural Gila County.

Students were selected through essays that expressed their thoughts on the mean-
ing of wilderness. Seven students then participated in a special 3-day stewardship
project in the Galiuro Wilderness. Environmental education activities helped the stu-
dents actively connect with the outdoor setting, and students then learned trail
restoration and safe tool use techniques. It wasn’t all about trail work or giving back
to their public lands, however. The students also enjoyed plenty of time to explore
and bond with the area—an experience they won't soon forget.

Planting trees in the Hassayampa River
Canyon Wilderness

Our biggest stewardship project this year brought together Wild Stew
volunteers, students from Prescott College, the Youth Conservation Corps
at Phoenix College, and even local ranchers to improve a two-mile
riparian stretch of the Hassayampa River Canyon Wilderness. The project
aimed to increase viable habitat for sensitive species including the Long-
fin dace and Lowland leopard frog, and the Threatened Yellow-billed
cuckoo. With support from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation,
AWC also secured a small yet enthusiastic paid field crew for two weeks
of the project. The project was a tremendous success, resulting in the
planting of 364 new native trees and 87 native reeds and rushes,
substantially improving habitat for these imperiled native species.

the birds, animals, fish and trees.” Qwatsinas, Nuxalk Nation
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Stew by the Numbers:

$107,114.01 of volunteer labor invested in public lands!

Our Wilderness Stewardship program engaged more diverse communities and
improved more diverse habitats through an astounding effort by 181 volunteers.
Together with our stellar funding supporters, we expanded our impact on public lands
with the help of community partners including the Arizona Trail Association, Friends
of Tonto National Forest, Prescott College, Backcountry Horsemen of Central Arizona,
Climbing Association of Southern Arizona, Hayden-Winkelman Unified School Dis-
trict, Tucson Audubon Society, and US Vets Prescott. This success is founded on great

investment from our stalwart agency partners, the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of of trail improved, maintained, or repaired.
Land Management.
native trees planted. fallen trees removed from trail. of potential Wild and Scenic River surveyed.

“Trees are Earth’s endless effort to speak to the listening heaven.” Rabindranath Tagore
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Conservation through
Agency Action

Preserving wilderness through agency decisions remains vitally impor-
tant to Arizona. While legislation to achieve permanent protection may
be currently challenging, wilderness can be preserved for ten, twenty
or more years through decisions of agencies like the Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management. Tapping a diverse array of land protec-
tion approaches is consequently necessary to a long-term protection
strategy.

AWC’s “administrative protections” work this past year focused on
regions where major agency planning is underway, providing the best
opportunity for conservation gains. For the San Pedro Riparian
National Conservation Area, AWC continued to work with conserva-
tion partners and local volunteers to elevate awareness of the
irreplaceable features of the San Pedro, and to elucidate the real threats
to the San Pedro’s ecological health. In the Tonto National Forest, we've
joined coalitions to advance full consideration of wilderness and wild
and scenic rivers in the revision of the Land and Resource Manage-
ment Plan. And we are continuing outreach to citizens and volunteers
to bring focus to the wild places we revere and enjoy, promoting citizen
participation that is so critical to furthering conservation goals in
agency decisions.
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“The frog does not drink up the pond on which it lives.” Native American
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2016 marks the centennial of "our
nation’s best idea,” the National Park
System. Here in Arizona, we are blessed
with 22 National Park units, ranging
from the world-renowned Grand
Canyon to lesser-known monuments,
historic trails and heritage sites like Fort
Bowie. Wilderness is contained in four
of these National Park units —
Chiricahua National Monument, Organ
Pipe Cactus National Monument,
Petrified Forest National Park, and
Saguaro National Park.

“Man’s heart, away from nature, becomes hard.” Luther Standing Bear
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Saguaro National Park exemplifies the major role
wilderness plays in national parks, as this park with nearly
80% wilderness draws over 600,000 visitors each year,
bringing Arizona an estimated $21.9 million in economic
benefit.

As part of the NPS centennial, AWC celebrated

in Saguaro National Park with a series of

events highlighting wilderness and creative

writing. We were joined by Sean Prentiss,

author of Finding Abbey, a National Outdoor

Book Award winner in 2015. Sean led an
evocative writing workshop in Saguaro National
Park’s wilderness area, and shared his heartfelt love of the
American West through book talks and signings.

We look forward to continuing to raise awareness of our
National Parks’ needs and tremendous resources, and the
value of wilderness encompassed by our National Parks.
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Writing workshop participant Diana
Rhoades shared the following after the
workshop:

Sean Prentiss taught me that place
affects tone. That place reveals the
character of a person. And that
place enhances dramatic moments.
When you are standing amongst
giant Saguaros in a federally-
protected Wilderness area during the
100 year anniversary of national parks
for all, with a group of advocates who work
tirelessly in conservation year after year,
battling foes big and small, you are filled
with joy. And love. And happiness. Thank
you, Arizona Wilderness Coalition.




”1 wonder if we have enough reverence for life
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to concede to Wilderness the right to live on?” Mardy Murie
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The Sky Islands we seek to protect
through Land of Legends for our Future
are currently not protected by any spe-
cial designations. Through the Coronado
National Forest, we expect several areas
to receive greater protection under a
new Land and Resource Management
Plan. Yet areas like the Whetstones,
Cochise Stronghold and northern Chiric-
ahuas need the certainty brought only
by permanent protection like legislation.

Myriad endangered, threatened and
sensitive species call these mountain
ranges home. The Cochise Stronghold is
one of few areas where the Threatened
Chiricahua leopard frog is doing well in
secluded pools hidden among the
Stronghold’s crags and crevices.




Finding the Wild
in New Places

Expansive vistas, wild burros, abandoned machinery,
magnificent rock arches — all these and more have
been discovered by our intrepid wilderness inventory
team, Joe Trudeau and Amber Fields. Using criteria
of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to
identify lands that possess wilderness qualities, the
team scoured northwestern Arizona, and expanded
the search this past year to southeastern Arizona.

We're excited to report that to date, nearly 600,00
acres of Lands with Wilderness Characteristics
(LWC) have been located, representing new areas
deserving of higher levels of protection in agency
planning. In the BLM Kingman Field Office, 15
LWCs were documented, and in the BLM Safford
Field Office, 9 LWCs were documented. As these
BLM offices begin major revision of their “Resource
Management Plans” in the next few years, it will be
important for conservation supporters to advocate
for preservation of these new wilderness-worthy
areas.

“We all understand that compromise is part of the legislative process, yet at the same time,
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LWC Study Areas

I would submit that wilderness is not for sale.” Nick Rahall
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Grand Canyon Wildlands Council

Great Old Broads for Wilderness

Hayden-Winkelman Unified School
District

Hopi High School

Local First Arizona

Nick Manci

Northern Arizona University, Native
American Student Services

Sean Prentiss

Prescott College

Raven Café

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community

“Wilderness is harder and harder to find these days on this beautiful planet,
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Our Volunteers Make Us Unstoppable!

In the field, at events, being the
Voice for Arizona Wilderness

Brandon Arents
Matt Barnard
Brian Barnes
Joshua Bodrie

Amanda Bonesteel

Brandon Bozant
Bob Bruce
Christina Burden
Shelby Cave
Abby Finklestein
Wade Frisbey
Cesar Fuentes
Jeff Glessing
Brian Gold
Ashley Gomez
Paul Grimm
Doug Hulmes
Michael Inzano
Judie Jackson
Caroline Keller
Carol Keller

Julian Lacroix
Steve Larson
John Leary
Nancy Lewis
Winnie Liang
Kathy and Larry
Lopez

Bill Losh

Karen Lowery
Jim Mahoney
Nick Manci
John Matteson
Jill Maxwell
Sonia Mehren
Lizann Michaud
Karla Moeller
John P. Morgan
Howard Olien
Tim Ormond
Dacho Pak
Jonathan Patt

Hassayampa Crew: Brian Andersen, Andrew
Gosnell, Anna Faith Jorgenson, and Tom Miller

Julie Polovitch
Sean Prentiss
Ann Ranalli
Rafael Reyna
Sharon Rock
Jim Rorabaugh
Megan Smedley
Tedd Smith
Mike Snodgrass
Tom Taylor

Darrell Thompson

Felicia Uranga

Linda Williamson

Celebrating Wilderness Heroes

AWC salutes long-time volunteer Julie Polovitch, who has also
served AWC as an educational consultant, restoration crew mem-
ber, and college intern. Julie contributed to our Stewardship and
Outreach programs by leading a group of middle school students
on a backcountry adventure in the Galiuro Wilderness, as a mem-
ber of our highly motivated Hassayampa River Canyon
restoration crew, and giving multiple presentations about wilder-
ness stewardship at REI. In the past year, Julie has contributed
countless hours of her time to the Stew program as an active field
participant, as well as contributing to the less glamorous behind-
the-scenes organizational work, which is key to our success.

“Wilderness bas enriched my life; and through sharing
my ecological knowledge and experiences in wilderness,
I aim to enrzcb the lives of others. I hope that everyone

o can get outside to see the beauty, feel
revitalized, and connect with com-
munity and themselves. Ultimately, [
believe the connections we make
| with nature and the love that we fos-
| ter for its inbabitants are the
foundations of stewardship, an
absolute necessity for the future of
' wilderness.”

We wish Julie all the best as she explores
new eastern horizons!



Multi-Faceted
Support

We appreciate supporters like Brandon
Arents, who help AWC with time, talent and
financial contributions. Brandon has invested
in the future of wilderness preservation
through monthly giving to AWC, and his
contributions extend into diverse program
areas. Brandon authored an article for our
website, volunteered on Stewardship trips,
and documented the legal history of several
Arizona wilderness areas. Thank you to Bran-
don and all our sustaining donors and
volunteers!

Brandon Arents is an attorney and Associate
at Squire Patton Boggs in Phoenix.

to $3,500

Laurie Back

John and Audrey
Finley

Doug Hulmes

Michael Quinlan

Nichole Trushell and
Steven Morgan

to $500
Adrian Adams

John and Susanne
Alcock

Betty Feinberg
Barbara Hawke

John and Janet
McLaughlin

Susan and Steven
Platte

Thomas Stultz

to $250
Joel Barnes

Curt Bradley and
Jennifer Katcher

Buffalo Exchange

David and Diana
Freshwater

Bob Gessner and
Cathy Palm-Gessner

Our Heartfelt Thanks to

Holly Hanson

Don and Janie Hoffman

David and Barbara
Kelly

Harvey and Ann
Keuper-Maksvytis

Bart and Julie Koehler

Tyler Kokjohn

Karen Lowery

David Lutz

Joyce Mackin

Jim Manning

William Meadows

Saralaine Millet

Dale Pogorelski

William and Susan
Thornton

Joseph Trudeau and
Amber Fields

Liz Wise

David Yetman

to $100

Jean-Paul Bierny and
Chris Tanz

Carolynn Bryan

Charlie Buck

Shawn Burke

Carolina Butler

Rosemarie Centeno

Julia Cole

Augusta and Stanley
Davis

George Farmer and
Linda Zapotek

Kim Fieldstad

Steve Finucane

Dan and Charla Fischer

Craig Friesner

Robert Fujita

Darryl Geurin

Jim Hays and Beverly
Biggs

Michael Hughes

Billie Hughes and Russ
Winn

Maggie Huntington

Frederic and Gayle
Jandrey

William and Ellen Kurtz

William Kusner

Jodie Labowitz and
Howard Abrams

Peg Maher and Bill
Morgan

James Mahoney

David Mann

Matt McWenie

Paul Moreno

Randy Nussbaum and
Polly Morris

Dena Pierre

Sean Prentiss

Mary Ellen Rimsza and
David Mott

Eve Shapiro

Wayne and Karen
Smith

Cathy and Pete Taylor

David Thompson

Natasha Thompson

Jennifer Thorn

Linda Williamson

Mary Wolken

Richard Yetman

to $50

Susan Abbott
George and Frances
Alderson

Jim and Peggy
Alexander

Andrew Altman

AmazonSmile
Foundation

Philip Amorosi

Brandon Arents

Mary Ellen Arndorfer

Deron Beal and
Jennifer Columbus

Kathryn Bee

Gary Beverly

Stan Bindell

Jeffrey Black

Doug Bland,
Community Christian
Church

Linda Brady

Amy Breitenbucher

Mark Briggs

We appreciate all the gifts you bring to the Arizona Wilderness Coalition!
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Our Amazing Donors

John Bunde

Carmen Christy

Daniel Collins

Les and Bonnie Corey

Warren Cronmiller

Henry and Linda
Dahlberg

Joan Dukes

Pamela Eaton

Ermanos Craft Beer &
Wine Bar

Philip David Evanstock

Don Eydenberg

John Feeney

Tom Ferguson

William and Laura Fields

Alexis Finley

Kim Fitzpatrick and
Frank Tomizuka

Therese Ann Flood

Wayne Forester

Sam and Katherine
Frank

Bjorn Frederickson

Stephanie Garcia

Lydia Garvey

Michael Ghiglieri

Laura Giacobbe

Sara and James Gibson

Kenneth and Betsy
Gometz

Andrew Gosnell

Jennifer Hall and David
Mount

Joan and GJ Hamburger

GJ Hancock

Jeanmarie Haney

Dennis and Lyn Hart

Paula Hartgraves

Judy Hedding

Carol Heinz

Don Heller

Vicki Hervert

Spike Hicks

Bobbie Holaday

Mac Hudson

Julie Hul

Robert and JoAnne
Hungate

Richard and Jody Inman

Linda Jalbert

Art Janssen

Dr. Keith Ross Kaback

Terri Kass

Timothy Keefer and Carol
Ickes

David Kell

Kathy Kilmer

Rosemary Kist

Erik Kobus

Mary and Anthony
Krzysik

Stephen Larson

Howard and Barbara
Lilley

William Lockwood

Amy Loschert

Robert Majors

John Mangimeli

Jeannette Mare

Alison Marshall

James Mathews

Carol McBride

Ann McDermott

Mark McKain

Adam McPherson

Earl and Dorothy
Montgomery

Elise and David Moore

Lawrence and Nancy
Morgan

Peggy Moss

Trica Oshant Hawkins

Debra Palmer

Jonathan Patt

Richard and Gail Potts

Ronald Rasch

Diana Rhoades

Jim Rorabaugh

Kristen and Bob
Rothrock

Linda Rowland

Justin and Li Shen
Schmidt

Susan Shobe

Jane Simeth

Effie and Andy Skroch

Becky Smith

Dana Smith

Penelope Smith

Phyllis Smith

Julie St. John

Don Steuter

Scott and Sarah Sticha

Perry Suden

Karen Sullivan

Helene Tack

The Yoga Connection

Bruce and Allene
Thompson

Kim Vacariu and
Lorraine Titus

Vince and Kathleen
Waldron

Michele Walsh

Steve Warble

Frank and Lakyntiew
Watrous

Craig Weaver

Margaret Weesner

John Welch

Tim Wernette and
Carolyn Brown

Janelle White

Ron and Marian Wilcox

Hal and Cathy Williams

Robert and Janet
Witzeman

Vicki and Gerry Wolfe

Lindsae Worden

Bryan Wyberg

Daniela Yellan
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Another Way
to Protect
Wild Places

There are many ways to help pre-
serve wilderness — by volunteering,
engaging with agency decisions, and
becoming a financial supporter of
AWC — yet one avenue is often over-
looked. Legacy giving is a wonderful
way to support wilderness preserva-
tion in the long run, a very special
way to leave your mark in the wild
world.

Contact us for further information on
how you can help to preserve wilder-
ness by including Arizona Wilderness
Coalition in your will or as a benefi-
ciary of your retirement funds. The
process is simple, and can be accom-
plished while still providing for fam-
ily and loved ones. Call Barbara
Hawke at 520.326.4300 for more
information.




Foundation Awards

Government Grants
Income Members & Donations
$293,528

Wilderness Stewardship

Program

Permanent Protection Campaigns
Administrative Protections,

'EXpense Policy & Planning
$268,876 Outreach, Communications,

& Membership
Administration & Fundraising

All America lies at the end of the wilderness road, ...
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within us the wilderness still lingers.” T.K. Whipple
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, there's a silent voice in the wilderness that we LET ] \A
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