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continued

Almost every other weekend throughout the year, you can find AWC members on a wilderness trail, heading to work. 

“Most of the work we do is monitoring and restoration,” notes Sam Frank, AWC’s representative in Prescott and frequent leader of the 
trips. “We find and remove non-native plants, eliminate social trails, put out leftover campfires, and a whole lot more.”

The stewardship trips, usually involving two days in the backcountry, are part of Wild Stew, an award-winning program of AWC.  

With decreasing budgets and over-worked staff, federal lands agencies are often hard-pressed to conduct work in wilderness areas. 
They welcome the support offered by trained volunteers. AWC expects to host at least 20 stewardship projects and trainings this year, 
expanding to work in the Kaibab National Forest and with the Bureau of Land Management.

This spring, Wild Stew’s involvement will help protect the threatened Mexican Spotted Owl while 
restoring part of the Fossil Springs Wilderness in the Coconino National Forest. Volunteers will be hauling 
about 200 pounds of abandoned gear from an illegal marijuana plot out of an all-but inaccessible area 
of the wilderness.

“If we hadn’t volunteered, the Forest Service was considering using helicopters to drag out the junk,” says 
Sam. “That would require a special exemption to use mechanized equipment in a wilderness area and 
would be very disruptive to the Mexican Spotted Owls that inhabit the area.”
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