


_’-wudamass was cnce an idea.
tour civilization demands much from its environment, and in the last 200 years;

‘depend upocn to give us clean air and water, backcountry recreation
jopportunities, and places to find solitude and meaning, inspiration, well-being;
‘and ultimately lifa. The wilderness idea was one that demanded our humblenass

o5 the concept of wilderness took hold, it stimulated an American interest ins
Censuring that, as we accepted industry and the many changes it wrought on our
 Matt skroch.

& awc iman. In 1964, this idea leapt from the minds of American scholars, artists;
et ‘writers, philcscophers, naturalists, and philanthropists and landed in our

‘pation’s law books as the Wildernsss Act, Today, the Arizona Wilderness

(athars how to be careful stewards of the wild places that remain.

Our approach is straightforward.
“momentum for protecting Arizona‘s crown jewels, while embracing the value of
volunteerism in restoring the protected areas we already enjoy. AWC is proud
‘to report that in our 2010-2011 Fiscal Year, our restoration and wildernass
‘volunteers dedicated 2,554 hours while removing invasive species, restoring
- degraded areas, and monitoring dozens of our state’s wildernese areas, We owe
" thess wonderful volunteers a dabt of gratitude for their tireless dedication to
the conservation of Arizona's backcountry beauty.
- the Wilderness Stewardship Program (see page 7), gives Arizonans a powerful
lopportunity to contribute directly to the stewardship of our lands and rivers.

. AWC’'s campaigns, particularly in the Sonoran Desert, have bounded forward. Im
" May, wa stood before 70 elected lesders and regilonal stakeholders as we and our
 partners publicly tnveiled the Sonoran Desert Heritage initiative, a visionarcy
| proposal that will provide conservation-based management for a landscaps largar

derness character]
on. La Posa Plains

Evaluating wil

ycomponent of our work in the Scnoran desert and other programs has been our focus:
‘on building connections with stakeholders who may not traditionally engage in’
\conservation advocacy. We'va built Important bridges with the business
\community, the faith-based community, and even military interests over the last
Sear, seeking to diversify and strengthen protection efforts in Arizons. ¥

The Arizona Wllderness Coalition’s success over the last year could not hava'
‘been possible without the generous support of our members, donors, and partner
instituticns that share our commitment and drive to protecting Arizona’s wilds
places. While economic times have provided challenges to our community, we ars
‘grateful and honored to work with such a diverse mix of conservationists that
bgarry the bright torch of wilderness protection into the future. Thapk you.

A ST

It was an idea born from the observation that

‘we have marred the natural beauty and integrity of ecosystems that we ultimately

_-in the face of nature and prodded a reflection of our own, imperfect humanness.

r'ginviranma:ut, we alsoc ensured that some places remain unaltered by the hands of

‘Coelition proudly carries: both the idea ‘and ‘policy of wilderness inte the
future, sseking to add to our rich legacy of protecting wild lands and teaching®

We bulld public support -and pcll.i.t.i.n:nl|

Cur newly minted endeavor,

@ % ¢ Ian Dowdy than the state of Rhode Island, located in south-central Arizona (see page 3).
o ¥ ‘Home to the iconic desert kighorn sheep, Sonoran desert tortoise, and Gilas
Yy | Lj{. monster - along with an amazing density of archeological sites - this landscapa.
b Wk represents the beat that the North American deserts have to offer. A special
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ABOUT THE ARIZONA

WILDERNESS COALITION
Wild to the Core
(BWC)

1979 to
i11d lands and waters in Arfznnn for
the enjoyment of all citizens while ensuring that Arizona's native

The Arizona Wilderness Coalition formed in

permanently protect and restore W

and a&nimals have a lasting home in wild nati;ii ghg
organization has facilitated the designation of lmgf: . 2069
million acres of wilderness Across the state, inc uti E
triumph of Fossil Creek’'s Wild & Scenic River designation.

By building grassroots support and political mmanréum afD:
wilderness conservatlon, AWC operates ﬁfiﬂiiiifagzrc“L;:se:zEtign
t strategically assessing opportu :
igﬁigtaant, then running goal-drciven, time-defined legislative
campaigns to achleve results through acts of Congress.

f operations focused
anization manages three core areas o
cn?u:rgigating wild lands and water through sp:cial é:s:g:zzizi:;
] h wvolunteerism, Aan
cultivating land stewardship throug ri
. Dur work ultimately succee b
for sound natural resource policy i
t en behalf of—conserva
erin eople to spedak up for—and ac ;
:?Egztn. gEEghlights of our work over the last year include:

- Enlisting the support of 68 locally-owned businesses in western
Maricopa County for the Sonoran Desert Heritage proposal.

i Maricopa and Yavapal
= king on more than 10,000 doors in

coun:?:srlbgilding support frem hundreds of residents for protection
MtMUwM?uﬁEﬂuthMﬁmmmDuum

d projects ranging from
- Enlistin 128 wvolunteers for fiel

:gstu:ation gt the Butterfield Trail to riparian regeneration in
Granite Creek on the Prescott Mational Forest.

tsmen and women - a key
_ @athering support from 228 Arizona spor

publi: lnnd;gcnnstituency - for wilderness protectlion across the
state.

= ironment

= the wisibility of climate change, border-env :
impn::i?i?ildlitn, and wilderness through d:nan:i uoi . r_:un:apage
stories, editorials, upininng, TV programs, and FCac egment 2

plants
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o Ian Dowdy

"My wife Ella and I raised our
son in the Gila Bend Mountains
and have been farming here
since 1870. As Arizona Site
Stewards, we value the added
protection that a wilderness
designation will bring to the
irreplaceable archaeclogical
sites here at Red Rock Canyon.
There’'s an amazing record
that the Patayan people
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Program contact: Tan Dowdy. ianfazwild.org

record we have of these native
peoples are the rock images
and archaeolegical ruins they
have left behind."

Roy and Ella accompanied the
Scnoran Desert Heritage team,
with AWC staff Kate Mackay and
Ian Dowdy, to Washington,
D.C., to wisit +the Arizona
delegation in September. They
brought along a photo album of
various native wildlife
;roaaiug through their

|property, which abuts the

propesed Red Rock  Canyon
wilderness area and serves as
a linkage with the Scnoran
Desert National Monument to
the east.
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e Hiker énjoys the Verde's

cool waters

ElppergVerda
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& Sam Frank
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Bubbling to the surface in springs of the Big Chino aquifer
north of Prescott, the Verde River headwalers meander through
the pinyon-juniper grasslands and pine forests of the
Prescott National Forest, offering increasingly rare FeEuge
for numerous native fish and endangered mammals agd_blrds.
The Upper Verde River offers outstanding cppﬂrtqnltzes for
exploration on foot, horseback, or simply fla?txng the cool
waters through sinucus canyons made of pink limestone and
dark grey basalt.

Impacts from groundwater pumping, off-road vehlcle§, and
suburbanization are reaching a critical tipping point for the
health of the Upper Verde. In response, AWC and our partners
have bequn efforts to protect 50 miles of the river using the
National Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, ratified by Congress and
similar to the process designating new wilderness. This
designation will provide a federal reserved in-stream water
right while safeguarding the river’s unique cultural,
economic and environmental values. AWC is also committed to
on-the-ground restoration of the river and its banks through
our robust volunteer field program.

In 2011, AWC and partners released a comprehensive proposal
and executive summary for Wild & Sceniec designation. Working
through partnerships with the Yavapai Apache Mation, Sierra
Club, Arizona Rivers and others, our cocalition reached out Lo
landowners, elected officials, businesses and government
agencies to build support for the initiative.

As part of the Upper Verde Wild & Scenic River campaign, AWC
also hosted a series of field excursions to the river’s
banks, teaching students from Prescott College about riparian
ecology and the conservation value of the river.

Presentations, outreach, and stakeholder cultivation
continues into 2012 as we seek to build on the momentum
generated in the last year. We look forward to seeing the
Upper Verde River protected as Arizona’'s next Wild & Scenic
River!

Program contact: Sam Frank, sfrankfazwild.org
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The Sky Island region of southeas

; tern Arizona h
Species of mammals, birds, osts more

i reptiles, bees, and an
other Place in the country. The eeulcgic;l ricﬁn::stgintﬁzge
mountainous “island” habitats is 2qually matched by the
cultural splendor found Lhroughout Cochise County Within
the heart of the Chiricahua Apache territory in tﬂe 1800's,

visitors can still sense and see the hij
istory th i
these wvenerable mountains. X 2t tntoltedl

The Dragoon, Chiricahua, and Whetstone sky island mountains
of the Coronado Wational Forest are a veritable “land of
l?g?nda." AWC and regional partners are moving forward with a
vision to designate wilderness in each of these ranges
through our Land of Legends Wilderness Campaign.

As part of the campaign, AWC engaged in the Coronado Hational
Forest Planning Process over the last year, successfully
e*panding the Forest Service’s inventory of potential
wilderness areas and helping secure a “Wilderness
Alternative” in the upcoming draft plan. Owver the summer, we
a}so met with the Cochise County Board of Supervisors to
discuss the value of wilderness while fending off a proposed
anti-wilderness policy that threatened to hamstring the
initiative. As we look forward to 2012, we seek to
facilitate wilderness legislation for these three mountains
in order to permanently protect their incredible natural and
cultural history.

Program contact: Kate Mackay, kateRazwild.org

Whetstone Mountaings. &

Ialand Allliance Cochise Head. © Mark Miller

Hiking
& Matt

in the Dragaons..
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Stewards in ‘Training:
Protecting Wildexrness on the Ground

Launched in the spring af 2011, AWC's Wilderness

stewardship Program empowers Arizona's communities
and volunteers with in-depth training, resources,

and logistical support in order to monitor and
restore wilderness areas across the public domain.

ARC teams up with federal agencies and local

prganizatiens to address pressing issues that face
our wilderness areas in light of increased
wvisitation, decreased federal rescgurces, and
magnified ecological impacts such as invasive

The program trains dedicate
» ~f wilderness sreas while also
engaging members of rural and urban communities on
weekend or extended restoration field events.
Introduced on the prescott Naticnal Forest, the
program will expand intg other regions beginning in

2012.

species.
long-term “atewyards

pver the course of the year,
in nine wilderness areas covering thr
forests and two BLM fiald offices.
donated the eguivalent nf 552,229 in labor while
restoring degraded areas, mapping and removing
species, and recording wilderness impacts.

ee national

invasive
Teaming up with the Backcountry¥
AWC has also adopted a portion aof the

Arizona;,
wWwilderness on the

Arizona Trail in the Mazatzal
Tento National Forest, taking responsibility for
managing impacts, trail conditions, and wilderness

monitoring efforts.

Program Contact:

EV techno

d wolunteers as

AWC's volunteers worked

Volunteer CIews

Horsemen of Central

Sam Frank, sfrank@azwild.org

In 2011, the Bureaun of Land Management began
identifying millions of acres of public lands
potentially available for sclar energy generation
facilities in Arizona. Under the agency's preferred
alternative, nearly 500,000 acres of lands suitable for
wilderness protection could be cpened up for
development, putting at risk the places AWC has worked
years to protect. We jumped into action, organizing
our members to attend agency meetings while advocating
for smaller “sclar enerdy zones"” where development may
soccur. Through site wisits, meetings with the solar
industry, and ocur own policy analysis, AWC stands firm
in reguesting that ecitizen-proposed wilderness areas
are removed from consideration for future development.
one bright spot is the Restoration Design Energy
Project, which focuses alternative energy development
on previously diszturbed or low guality land. Under the
auspices of this project, AWC has begun to engage solar
developers in a callaboration called the Arizona Solar
Working Group, which seeks to find common ground
between land conservation and golar industry interests.
We are hopeful that in 2012, we can ensure that
wilderness—-gquality lands remain intact while directing
solar development to places where future options for
wilderness designation are not impinged upon.

Program Contact: Ian Dowdy, ianfazwild.oxrg
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waters without the support of our sponsors. Donations from foundations, businesses, and
individuals are greatly appreciated!

Foundation Support
The Wyas Foundation

Campalgn for
hmerica'e
Wilderness - Pow
Environment Group

Eastwood Foundation

Earth Friends
Congervation Fund

The Wilburforce
Foundation

Wastern
Conservation
Foundation

Wick Eenney Fupd
Fatagonia Inc.

Hina Hason Pulliam
Charitable Troust
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The How-Land
Foundatlon
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Foundaction

Horcroas Wildlife
Poundatlon
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Profit mﬂlﬁﬂ
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Coalitlon; Arizonn
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Arizona League of
Conservation Yoters

Arizona State
University

Blue River
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Boon, Inc
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Cospany
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Bookstore

Clif| Bar
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Creativa U
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Elias Butler
Photography
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Friends of Sonoran
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Grag Mosek
Happy Tralls Bakery

Hassaverde
Entarprises

Holistic Earth
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Trust
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Candy Co.

Yava Glass
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AWC Board of Directors

Don Hoffman
Board FPresident
Alpine, AZ

Michael Quinlan
Vice President
Tempe, AR

%,
“Board P ent Don Hoffmanm éa
and Treasurer Kelly Burke. .

Bart Koehler
Juneau, AK

Joel Barnes
Secretary
Prescott, AZ

rTrica Oshant Hawkins and

Kim Crumbo
Ogden, UT

Trica Oshant Hawkins
Tucscon, AZ

Bart Roehler.
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Kelly Burke
Treasurer
Flagstaff, AEZ

Nancy Mangone
Phoenix, AZ

. Ty o
A
Doug Hulmes
Prescott, AZ

Mark Trautwein
San Francisco, CA

AWC* staffilan Dowdy and Kate Mackay with

Bill OfBrien and AWC

AWC Staff

Matt Skroch
Executive Director
Tucson, AZ

Katurah Mackay
Deputy Director

Phoenix, AZ
member John Watkins.

Sam Frank
Central Arizona Director
Prascott, AZ

Meghan Mix
Administrative Assistant
Tucson, AZ

Ian Dowdy, AICP
Conservation Qutreach hascciat"?
Phoenix, AZ |
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Allyson Brennan
Benjamin King
Bert O'Brian
Bill Jay

Bob Cox

Bob Dyson

Bob Rothrock
'Brian Anderson
Cathy Bartlow
Charlie Scully
Cheryl Houser
Cooper Means
Craig Weaver
Dave Holaway
Dave Wilson
Dirk Stringham
Doug Hulmes

Greg Nosek
Hannah Macon
Hannah Widner
Henry Collins
Hugh Denno

Jack Echeverria
James Cuenco
James Townsend
Jason Corneveaux
Jeanie Watkins
Jeff Davis

Jeff Rome

Jenny Lucier
Jim Krider

Jim Vaaler

John Arndt

John Rendal

Lois Stringham
Madison Spybrook
Michael Jacgues
Mike Snodgrass
Mindy Schlimgen
Nicholas Pacini
Nigel Reynolds
Norm Watson

Pam Posten

Paul Schilke
Peggy Spybrook
Renee Thibodeaux
Richard Bartlow
Rick Mauntel
Robert Peterson
Russ Wynn

Byan Wellborn

Contact the Arizona Wilderness Coalition

Main Office

P.0. Box 40340
Tucson, AZ 85717
(520) 326-4300

Phoenix Office
P.0. Box 13524

Phoenix, AZ 85002

(602) 252-5530

prescott Office
P.O. Box 2741

(928) 717-6076

Prescott, AZ BE302

' Dusty Reed John Watkins Scott Cohen
Eden Wild Judy Jackson Scott Hulbert
*Elias Butler Kaelin Cummins Shann Aharon
Elijah Mendelsohn Kaitlyn Boyle Stephen Keierleber Ekuﬂg;)[ndﬂiﬂﬂuliﬂnh
Emily Collins Kathy Lopez Steve Munsell
Ethan Gicker Kim Huenecke Suzanne Bryan Web: www.azwild.org
Ethan Newman Kristen Rothrock Tim Craig L
"Eva Hernandez Kristi Alexander William Besuden Facebook: Arizona Wilderness Coalition
Gary Beverly Kristin Anthony William Comstock :
| George Beuchert Larry Lopez Twitter: @arizonawild

Whether you helped organize an event, inventory a proposal
area, or even work a trail crew, we sincerely appreciate all that ey, : AT i
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YouTube: nrizanaWildernessCo
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